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Join us on March 2nd for our  
Ash Wednesday Service at 6:30 p.m. 

  

Each year, Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent  
and is always 46 days before Easter Sunday. Lent is a 40-day season  

(not counting Sundays) marked by repentance, fasting, reflection, 
and ultimately celebration. The 40-day period represents Christ’s time  

of temptation in the wilderness, where he fasted and where Satan  
tempted him. Lent asks believers to set aside a time each year for  

similar fasting, marking an intentional season of focus on  
Christ’s life, ministry, sacrifice, and resurrection.  

https://www.crosswalk.com/special-coverage/lent/when-is-ash-wednesday-this-year.html


Pines Family News & Current Events 
Do you get our weekly prayer list?  If not, please call Chelsea in the church office at  

713-467-2234 to get on the list.  Chelsea can also help you sign up to receive our  
newsletter or our weekly publication “This Week at Pines”.  So give us a call, we would  

love to get you connected to what is happening at Pines! 

Wondering how to order flowers for 
the Sanctuary or Narthex? 
—cost for Narthex flowers is $50 and the 
Sanctuary is $75.   
We offer the option to give to a benevolence 
or order a live arrangement.   

 

Please email:  
Melissa Gravett at mgravett0123@gmail.com or  
Linda Aldred at lindaaldred1@aol.com.   
You can also sign up in the Fellowship Hallway on the 
flower calendar while at church. 

Please mark your calendars with the NEWSLETTER DUE DATES: 
March 18th (for the April 2022 issue) 

Pines Family Campout: Are you and your family interested in a relaxing weekend  
camping out with other Pines families? We have confirmed the date of our trip for March 25 
through 27th when the temperatures are cooler. We will be staying in rustic state park cabins or 
bring your own tent or trailer if you desire. We will 
have fun and games for the whole family, hiking,  
fishing and, of course, s’mores around the campfire. 
Drop a quick email to the Pines Adult Ministry team 
(adults@pinespc.org) and let us know if this sounds like 
something your family would enjoy.  

It is that time of year again….Easter!   
Lilies will be offered for sale here at Pines to decorate our sanctuary.  The lilies 

come from Brookwood and are a great way to support the Brookwood ministry.  

Please watch for sign ups to take place soon in the Fellowship Hallway. 

Do you have a student who will be graduating from 
high school or college this year?  Please send their 
name, school and one paragraph about your student to  

cindy@pinespc.org.  We would LOVE to highlight your graduate in our bulletin!  
Cindy needs to have this information by May 2nd.  Feel free to call with any 
questions. 

DAYLIGHT 
SAVINGS 
TIME  
begins  
March 13th.  
Be sure  
to move  
your clocks 
forward one 
hour so you 
are at church 
on time! 

mailto:adults@pinespc.org
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Grace & peace my friends, 
 

Welcome to Lent. It’s kind of strange to say “welcome” to a season of reflection and  
repentance. When we hear the word “Welcome” we think of times being welcomed into an 
others home, or to an event. We don’t often think of a time of repentance and reflection as  
a time of “welcome”. But this Lenten season, I do want to welcome you to a time where  
you take time to reflect on your faith and journey, as well as look to see where you need to 
make some changes in your life and faith.  
 

We are all a broken people, in some form or fashion, looking for ways to be healed… to be 
fixed. Sometimes this means making changes in our lives. But where… and how? This 
month is the perfect time to search out that healing, to look for the need change. 
 

J. Barrie Shepherd wrote the poem “Looking for Lent” which once appeared in the  
Presbyterian Outlook, a poem I feel, that speaks to how a little change might lead to healing 
our brokenness. 
 

This Lent I’m looking  
for a change 
no longer giving up 
but taking on instead 
the task of noticing whatever  
has been there unseen 
from the beginning  
perceiving all those mysteries 
monsters too and even 
the odd miracle which 
until now escaped  
my eye caught up  
in catching up 
who knows 
what may be glimpsed  
between the Lenten rose 
and Easter’s banks of lilies 
perhaps even the footprints 
of the gardener himself 
whose waking walking word 
to us spells seeing 
is believing.  
 

May each one of us welcome, in this season of reflection and change, with open hearts, 
minds, and eyes so we might better understand the gifts of grace in our midst. 
 
Blessings, 
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Children and Youth 
 

Small groups continue Sunday mornings 9:15am with The Story. 
 
Pines Youth Group continues each Sunday 6-7:45pm. Come food, fellowship and have a  
devotion! Lots of room painting this month! 
 
PRAYER PAL DINNER 
MARCH 20th Fellowship Hall 6pm-7:30pm Youth Sponsoring a dinner for all Prayer Pals and 
families! Come spend time with your prayer pal and church family as we feast and pray. If you 
can not attend please make sure your prayer pal / partner knows and if you don’t know who 
that is let Kristin know! 
 
BIG THANKS to all who made the Youth Bake Sale a success! We appreciate your support of 
mission!  

Youth at Retreat 

Children’s activities 

Youth 
Bake 
Sale 

Youth Games 
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Due to the Session Meeting taking place after the deadline for this newsletter, we will print 
the Session notes from the February meeting in our April newsletter.   

Session 

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 
 

1.   Pledge income in January is below forecast for the 1 month.  Non-pledge  
 income is slightly below forecast.   
2.   Overall, committee expenses were slightly above budget expectations.   
 Mission expenditures are accrued on a 1/12th basis each month; Christian Ed 
 expenses were higher than expected due to deposits being made for mission 
 trips, children’s and adult curriculum purchases; Property and other  
 committee expenses were close to forecast. 
3.   Total Income was $46,021; total expenses were $62,651; leaving a Net Loss  of 
 $16,630 for the year.   
4.   To date, we have received $511,880 in pledges for 2022 from 81 pledging 
 families, an increase of 4 pledges since last report.  The average pledge is 
 $6,320, a generous increase as compared to an average pledge of $5,792 in 
 2021.  We received pledges from 10 new pledging families and increased 
 pledges from 28 families.   



6 

 

 

HOW LONG, O LORD?  
A Stephen Ministry Devotion on Psalm 13  

 Life has been difficult these past few years. You may be like me, wondering, “How long is this going to go 

on?”  
David asks the same kind of question in Psalm 13: “How long, O Lord? Will you forget me forever? How long 

will you hide your face from me? How long must I wrestle with my thoughts and every day have sorrow in my 
heart?” (Psalm 13:1–2a). David’s difficulties at the time must have been going on for a while; you can hear his 
deep struggle each time he asks, “How long?”  

But even though David clearly doesn’t feel it in that moment, he knows deep down that God is with him. A 
little later he says, “But I trust in your unfailing love; my heart rejoices in your salvation” (verse 5). The phrase 
“unfailing love” comes from the Hebrew word hesed, which refers to God’s persistent, unconditional, tender 
love. Because of this love, David knows he can honestly express his deepest feelings, trusting that God will  
listen and care.  

During these difficult times, I want to assure you that your prayers are heard because of God’s hesed for 
you, just as David’s were. When David rejoiced in God’s salvation, he knew of the  
promised Messiah, but he couldn’t yet see the full story of how Jesus would see our suffering, take on human 
flesh, bear our grief, and pave the way to eternal life and restoration. But we can see the full story. We can 
have hope in the midst of our pain because we know of Jesus’ sacrifice for us and the promise that one day 
there will be no disease, death, or evil. That promise encourages us as we face challenges in our lives, and it 
makes it possible to faithfully care for others, knowing Jesus is with us every step of the way.  
Your ministry as Stephen Leaders and Stephen Ministers is so valuable. Each day, your care  
receivers, along with countless others, are able to pour out their pain to their Stephen Ministers. And, through 
your consistent, compassionate presence, you can reflect Christ’s light into the dark places of your care  
receivers’ lives, connecting them to the hope of God’s unfailing love. Your Stephen Ministry makes a powerful 
difference, ensuring people in your congregation and community who may have sorrow in their heart do not 
have to struggle alone.  
I pray that as you continue to care for those who are suffering, God will strengthen your heart for  
ministry, daily reminding you of the love and salvation Jesus freely offers. And with that assurance, may you 
continue to bring that same hope to whomever God sends your way.  
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  Missions  



As we move forward in our mission to welcome all by Looking Upward, Growing Inward 
and Serving Outward, we ask for your help in the following way... 
 

   Through our partnership with The Restoration Team, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, The 
Methodist Disaster Assistance Group (UMCOR) and The Houston Tool Bank, Pines has  
become quite the missional church.  Help us to welcome the many groups we will be hosting 
here at Pines beginning in February and throughout the summer.  You will see people from  
all across the country coming to stay with us in our Youth areas and in the Gym. Some may 
worship with us, some may share a meal, or some may just look to have a conversation.   
I hope each of you will help me in    welcoming these strangers coming to help rebuild in our 
communities around Houston.  I have found that when they arrive as strangers, each group has 
left as our friends.   
   I am sure you have noticed the additional 2 new shower buildings we received on the back 
parking lot.  These were acquired through a grant offered by our Presbytery.  We also have 
partnered with The Houston Tool Bank and the Houston Food Bank who provided the brightly 
painted container near the showers.  This container is here because we are centrally located in 
the Houston area.  Your support of all of these organizations has  
allowed Pines to become the beautiful missional church it is today. 
We hope this mission will continue to grow in outreach to the  
community for years to come.  Your support benefits your  
neighbors, friends, other organizations and churches.  So please help 
us to welcome these “strangers in our midst” when they are in our 
church.   
   Remember...Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers, for by  
so doing some people have shown hospitality to angels without knowing it.  Heb.13:2      
Cindy Houlihan 
 

FREE COVID TESTING… 
You may have noticed the testing  
facilities on our back parking lot.  
Embry Health will be on our site  
offering free COVID testing for  
several months to anyone that may 
have a need during the following days 
and times: 

Monday thru Friday 
2:30 PM to 7 PM 

Saturday 
7 AM to 7 PM 

 

If you have any questions, please stop 
by the booth and ask them, they will 
be glad to assist you. 



Introducing Second Saturdays with  
The Restoration Team! 
The Second Saturday of every month will 
now be an open volunteer date for anyone 
who would like to join. Come alone or bring 
a friend, we will have an experienced leader 
and all of the tools and materials you'll need 
for a fun and meaningful day of home repair. 
All other Saturdays will remain open as well 
for group registration. The next Second  
Saturday will be March 12th.  
Sign up at https://
www.therestorationteam.org/volunteer  

The next AmeriCorps NCCC group has 
arrived.  This group of 10 young adults 
will be living at the TRT campus and 
serving on worksites for the next three 
months and are in need of meals!   
A lot of hard work is lined up for them 
and groups in the past have really  
appreciated the hospitality of our loving 
community. They live on a very limited 
food stipend ($4 per person a day) and 
we need to keep them well-fed and full 
of energy. 
 
If you would be interested in providing 
a meal or two during their stay, please 
sign up at  
https://www.therestorationteam.org/
volunteer or email Jacinta at  
jacinta@trthome.org and we will  
coordinate scheduling and drop-off 
times with you.  

https://therestorationteam.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=930a9a5c28ee0451735519b81&id=7b617d514d&e=0fca6a3a9a
https://therestorationteam.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=930a9a5c28ee0451735519b81&id=7b617d514d&e=0fca6a3a9a
https://therestorationteam.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=930a9a5c28ee0451735519b81&id=b35098c218&e=0fca6a3a9a
https://therestorationteam.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=930a9a5c28ee0451735519b81&id=b35098c218&e=0fca6a3a9a
mailto:jacinta@trthome.org


Save the Date 
Wednesday, April 20, 2022 

Hilton Americas-Houston Hotel  

Please join us for The Brookwood Community's Biennial Benefit Lunch on  
Wednesday, April 20, 2022, at the Hilton Americas Hotel. We'd love to see you there!  

 
Joni Eareckson Tada, well-known author, radio host, and founder of Joni and 

Friends, will be our guest speaker, and Jim McIngvale will accept the inaugural  
Vicki Streit Inspiration Award.  

  
For information regarding tables and tickets, visit  

The Brookwood Community 2022 Benefit Lunch  
 

For questions, contact Donna Gower at donnag@brookwoodcommunity.org or 281.375.2192  

Did you know that we receive all of our Easter lilies and Christmas poinsettias each year from Brookwood?  
Not only can you purchase these lovely plants each season to beautify the church, but you are also benefitting 
Brookwood with your purchase AND you get to take them home after the services!  Sign ups for Easter Lilies 
will begin soon.  Watch for the sign up table in March in the fellowship hallway or call the church office to get 
on the list. You may also send an email to Melissa Gravett at mgravett0123@gmail.com or  
Linda Aldred at lindaaldred1@aol.com.  Thank you in advance for your purchases! 
 

 

 
Join your Pines family on March 24th at 6:30 PM.   

If you missed the last one, you won’t want to miss this one!  Food, prizes,  
fellowship.  A wonderful, fun family evening for all. Come and join us! 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DJEp99Tz6Ywm6Jqa-Sz4Qks9GJOr3RrxytERz7r1fNuQZms98-TKFIZz8uFJXtSd4fvVswAzvULk0_aJOrXBLqtLx9X5RyOkQDXtyHhbOChJoMBkB-B_x_0qIHfuZEDpYzZRFfml9KnTNnzbAgvXhqUGqCdpqv3oIlmmItPFil8qdlhYzVbfofhDYNltFpEIJBDxZ1dJD_gRtl5tgyrhwkmThTaPcMvNxwJ
mailto:donnag@brookwoodcommunity.org


Pines Library “Book of the Month” 
 
 

This March, why don’t you check out our children’s section in the Library.  There are many 
books you could read to your children, grandchildren, the preschool here at Pines or your 
local elementary school.  Check it out! 
 
 

 
Have you read any books from the Pines library?   
If so, give Cindy a call and let her know which ones you recommend.   
We can place them in next month’s edition of the newsletter! 

In the Fellowship Hall  
on April 3rd 

GIVE BLOOD! 



Looking for something new to do with the family? 

Virtual-reality experiences get a bad rap. Are they art? Are they events? Are they worth the  
astronomically high ticket prices? “The Infinite,” a 60-minute immersive virtual and  
augmented-reality adventure set on the International Space Station, answers many of those 
questions. 
Produced by Felix & Paul Studios in association with TIME Studios, NASA and the ISS National 
Lab, it’s the largest production ever created in space. And, if you’re a fan of space travel flicks 
such as “Gravity” and “Interstellar,” a trip to “The Infinite” — currently on tour at Silver Street 
Studios — makes IMAX feel like basic cable.  The dates have been extended to April in Houston 
due to the popularity. 

Houston rapper Bun B was fortunate to experience “The Infinite” during the world  
premiere in Montreal. He cried. 

Visitors are grouped together and fitted into virtual-reality headsets. They’re weighty and  
complex. Audio booms through a Beats-style headset. You won’t be able to hear much aside 
from the astronauts’ recordings, Hans Zimmer-worthy soundtrack and your direct neighbor.  
And you won’t want to. 

Inside “The Infinite,” group members are each assigned a color. They’ll look like human-shaped 
constellations with an amber, purple, teal or midnight blue hue. A dazzling way to identify who’s 
who. 

The floor disappears as a zero-gravity effect kicks in. There are only three rules: Don’t sit down; 
don’t approach red-barred walls; don’t remove the headset. 

For roughly 35 minutes, visitors stumble around the International Space Station. There are 60-
plus micro films that activate upon virtual touch. Most people view a couple dozen. To say 
they’re realistic would be a gross understatement. 

“Experience as many as you can,” Koch advises. “Look above and behind you to get a better 
glimpse of little hints that people live and work there.” 

The International Space Station is 3,400 square feet and houses anywhere from seven  
to 11 astronauts at a time. Inside “The Infinite” are white zippered bags, which McClain explains 
are cargo transfer bags. Think drawers and a closet but made for outer space. 

“They hold our socks, repair kits, spectrometers. You can’t just set something down in space,” 
she explains. 

Koch highly recommends taking in as many external views of space inside “The Infinite” as  
possible. Her eyes water slightly as she recalls the sunrise. 

The last five or so minutes of “The Infinite” are a seated film, with 100 percent sweeping views. 
It’s a finale you’ll want to replay over and over. 

To exit, visitors remove their headsets and walk through a series of mirrored tunnels and sensory 
installations. What’s an immersive experience without a few photo ops? 

“The Infinite” is more activity than event, expensive and worth every cent. 

‘The Infinite’ 


