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Looking Upward, Growing Inward, and Serving Outward...

See more info on page 8

Pines Family News
De-deck the Halls!
What goes up must come down! The Worship Committee invites Pines to join us on Saturday, Jan. 12th at
9 a.m. to take down the Christmas decorations. We’ll have small jobs like wrapping ornaments as well as
big tasks like taking down garlands. Anything you can do will help. Thank you and happy New Year!
Our prayers go out to…
Bob Symon and family with the passing of wife Langston on November 30. Langston was an active
member of Pines for 48 years. She was involved in many areas of the church. She will be missed.
The family of Bill Olson. Bill passed away on November 8. A service was held at Memorial Oaks on
December 8th. Please keep the Olson family in your prayers.
The family of former member Dorothy Frazee. Dorothy was an active member of Pines for many
years before moving to Katy to be closer to her family. Pines recently found out Dorothy passed away
in May of this year. Please keep the Frazee family in your prayers.
Hadley Frances Sibley—Born 11-24-18 to Stephen and Jackie Sibley. Grandchild of David and Beth Sibley.

LINELINE SCREENING COMING TO PINES...Do you have high cholesterol or high blood pressure?
Have members of your family suffered from these ailments? Do you have a poor diet? If you answer “yes” to
any of these questions, you may want to consider being screened through the services of Life Line Screening.
Life Line Screening uses ultrasound technology to view the plaque build-up in your carotid arteries, the main
arteries that carry blood to the brain. Blockages in these arteries are a leading cause of stroke. We are pleased
to host this Life Line Screening event on 1/25/2019 at Pines Presbyterian Church. Register for a Wellness
Package which includes 4 vascular tests and osteoporosis screening from $149 ($124 with our member
discount). All five screenings take 60-90 minutes to complete.
In order to register for this event and to receive a $10 member discount you must call 1-877-380-1743 or
visit www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle. You can also call Cindy in the church office or sign up
in January in the Fellowship Hall.
The Property Committee will be working on cleaning out the old kitchen area in the gym.
If you have ANYTHING in that area, please take a look and label what it is for. We are asking you to look and
label things in this room by January 15th. Anything not labeled will be donated or thrown away after that date.
Thank you in advance for taking care of your church home!
JOURNEY THROUGH ACTS
Have you ever wondered how the Christian Church began? Join with us as we journey through that
beginning. This study led by Bill Vislocky will meet: 2nd Monday of each month (yes, we meet just
once a month) at 10:00—11:00 a.m. We will meet in room C10 beginning January 14th , 2019.
Our study group has just completed the book of John and are moving on to the book of Acts.
We would love to have you join us for some great discussions and fellowship.
For more information contact Bill, wnvislocky@aol.com
Please mark your calendars with the following NEWSLETTER DUE DATES: January 18 (February 2019 newsletter)

Flower Coordinator
Pines’ Worship Committee is looking for a new Flower Coordinator! The volunteer position
involves 3-4 hrs a month, accepting reservations for Sunday flowers and submitting the monthly order
to the local florist. There are additional seasonal responsibilities as well. If you are interested and
would like more information, please contact Cameron Moran at PinesFlowers@gmail.com
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Happy New Year!
New Year’s is a time for us to put behind the things of the past year and look forward to what great
things God has in store for us in the year ahead. New Year’s is a time many people make promises;
promises to start exercising, promises to start dieting, promises to quit smoking, promises to read the
Bible more often, and promises to be a better person. These are all great promises, but promises can fall
short if they are not supported by prayer.
A few years ago I came to understand the power of prayer. I was sitting in a hospital room at Scottish
Rite Hospital in Dallas waiting for my daughter Ashley to return from leg surgery. Throughout the
whole ordeal I learned more about the power of prayer and its ability to change us and the way we
move forward. As I sat in her hospital room looking out at the Dallas skyline awaiting her return from
surgery, I was inundated by text messages with prayers of support and concern. These brief tidbits of
love and prayer were God sends to me! I was a nervous wreck, and probably not trusting God as much
as I should. These messages of prayer reminded me of the love that surrounds me, lifts me up, and
redirects me when I struggle.
Through the gift of these messages I was reminded that prayer changes us. Prayer changes the way we
approach,… journey through,… and make it to the other side of life’s ups and downs. Scripture tells us
to pray without ceasing so we can receive, and give the blessings of God. In receiving, God’s gifts of
joy and peace envelope us, giving us courage and strength to stand up and face what lies ahead. Prayer
also reminds us to be a blessing. Through prayer we are transformed by the power of the Spirit to share
the love and support of God with others.
My prayer for this church family, as we enter 2019, is that we keep all of the promises we make to
love more, support our sisters and brothers in faith more, read the bible and pray more, become more
involved in church, be faithful givers of the gifts God has given us, make healthy decisions and to
become more faithful followers of Jesus of Nazareth.
I am thankful for the prayer warriors that continually lift up this family of believers. I am especially
thankful for the prayer group that meets each Tuesday morning to lift up the joys and concerns of this
congregation. If you are interested in joining this group, please contact Bethel Strawser. Prayer makes a
difference, especially in the way we approach our journey with Christ.
Blessings & Happy New Year!
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Youth Happenings!
Youth Group and Confirmation
Beginning in 2019!

Exciting things happening in the Pines Youth Ministry! On
January 20th, 2019, we will have our first weekly YOUTH
GROUP! Every Sunday, from 4:00pm—6:00pm, Middle
School and High School students are invited to come to
the church for a time of fellowship, games, teaching, and food! Join us as we launch this
exciting new program!
We will also be offering Confirmation Class starting in January. Confirmation is offered to
any students in 8th grade or above that have not yet been confirmed.
If you have any questions about Youth Group or Confirmation, or you wish to sign your
student up for Confirmation, feel free to contact Jesse at(713)-467-2234 x121 or
jesse@pinespc.org!

Date Night! January 25, 2019 from 6:00-8:30
PM. 4-year-olds through 5th graders are
invited for a free evening of games, pizza,
snacks, and movie. RSVP with Ashley Sullivan
by emailing her (Ashley@pinespc.org) or
texting/calling her at 713-855-1304.
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$4499 Per Person from Houston
(Air/land tour price is $4049 plus $450 government taxes/airline surcharges)

Visiting Prague, Budapest, Vienna, Munich, and Oberammergau
Price Includes: Roundtrip air from Houston, first class/select hotels, hotels & guesthouses in Oberammergau,
first class (Category 1) admissions tickets for the Passion Play, most meals, comprehensive sightseeing with an
English-speaking guide and more!!

For a brochure & more information, please contact: Pastor Andy Gans
Tel: (713) 467-2234 / Email: andy@pinespc.org
http://pinespc.org/trip-to-eastern-europe/
SPACE IS LIMITED - BOOK NOW TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT!
This is your last chance to experience the world-famous
Passion Play of Oberammergau until 2030!!
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The Music Department
Greetings from the Music Department!
As December draws to a close, I reflect fondly on the Advent and Christmas season. A word of thanks to
all who expressed kind words of thanks to the Chancel Choir, Pines Orchestra, and me for the “Carol of
Christmas” cantata this year. We are all overwhelmed by the show of support and love. We all thank God
that we are able to bless people in this Music Ministry.
Looking ahead to the new year……….New Projects, New Things, Good Friday Music, Easter Celebration,
and finishing off the year with FOLLIES19!
I pray that each of you had a wonderful Christmas season, and again thanks for all your kind words.
Keep a song in your heart!
Tim

Dear Prayer Partners,
Many of you are faithful to pray the weekly prayer list. That is one of the underlying strengths of Pines
Presbyterian Church. Prayer ranks among the most important things any of us do. You are appreciated!
Something special is added when we pray together in person, sharing that bond of prayer and caring, that
peaceful and refreshing time. Would you like to join us for the praying of the weekly list, plus any other
concerns or praises mentioned? The in-person weekly prayer team currently meets at 9:00 am on
Tuesdays in room C-10. It also coincides with the start time for Pines Preschool, for anyone who brings a
child to the school. The exact day and time could be negotiable if that would enable someone to participate.
Contact Bethel Strawser by email BethelStrawser5@earthlink.net for further discussion.
Bethel Strawser
<’}}}><

STEPHEN MINISTRY
With the New Year beginning we find ourselves taking
stock, making plans, and counting our blessings. It is
often a hopeful time for many of us. It can also be a
time when we are painfully aware of our personal
challenges. In his book, “Life of the Beloved”, Henry
Nouwen explains to his friend that our brokenness
(sufferings and pains) reveal something about who we
are. He writes ”I am deeply convinced that each human
being suffers in a way no other human being suffers.
No doubt, we can make comparisons, we can talk about
more or less suffering, but, in the final analysis, your
pain and my pain are so deeply personal that comparing
them can bring scarcely any consolation or comfort. In

fact, I am more grateful for a person who can
acknowledge that I am very alone in my pain than for
someone who tries to tell me that there are many others
who have a similar or worse pain.” A Stephen Minister
understands this and will not try to “fix” their friend by
offering up such comparisons. However, he or she will
be there to listen, support, and pray with them, and to
remind them of their blessedness in the sight God. If
you would like to know more about Stephen Ministry
or know someone who may benefit from a confidential
relationship with a Stephen Minister, please
contact Barbara Retzloff
at 713-467-2234 or
barbara@pinespc.org.

Mission Current Events
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THANKS FROM THE ALTERNATIVE CHRISTMAS MARKET
The Missions Committee would like to thank everyone for their enthusiastic response to our first Alternative
Christmas Market on Dec 2 & 9. Over $8,000 was raised in support of Brookwood, Arrow Ministries/
Freedom Place, Heifer Intl, and New Life School. In addition to the money raised, the market provided a
wonderful place to gather, visit, and learn about the good works going on all around the world. A special
thanks to the amazing Pines Stitch Ministry for donating all their sales to the charities.
Praise the Lord!

TAAP
(Taco and A Prayer)
Would you like to serve our community but not able to attend our breakfast taco deliveries
each month? Taco & A Prayer has a job opening! We need a volunteer to be responsible for
putting out the banner the Sunday before delivery day. We also need a person who’s job
each month is to figure out what we want to share with the community as far as Pines
events. That person would also create the flyer to go in the bags and would work with other
committees to get info to announce. This sounds like 2 jobs but the same person could do
both if they choose. Please contact me at lesa.j.smith@sbcglobal.net if you would like to
join our TAAP team this way.

Newspring is looking for Volunteers...They are looking for a couple of volunteers to work at their front desk
in the afternoons. Each person could take an afternoon or two. If you can help, please contact Angela.
Her info is below. Thanks!
Angela Cheves
Executive Director, Newspring
angelacheves@newspringcenter.org
D 713-443-5486 or O 713-590-0100

JUST A REMINDER...
Please remember, this is your church home. We all want to be good stewards of the many
blessings God has provided in our building. When you borrow something from the church,
please return it to where you found it. Also, when you bring something into the church, please
remember to mark it with your name in case you leave it here. Finally, ANY item/service that
you would like to donate to Pines should first be approved by the Property Committee. With
these thoughts in mind, we can all enjoy our church home!

18-MONTH to 4-YEAR OLD OPEN HOUSE
Wednesday, January 30th 11:45-12:30 pm
11:45-12:05: NEW PARENTS - Preschool Overview in W-12.
12:05-12:30: Parent and child visit room for 2019-2020. Teachers will give overview of the curriculum and answer
questions while the children explore the classroom.
BRIDGE & KINDERGARTEN OPEN HOUSE
Thursday, January 31st 7:00-8:00 pm
Join us as our teachers share the philosophy and curriculum of Pines Preschool. You will also have the opportunity to
ask questions while visiting the classrooms. Parents only please.
Priority registration for church members runs January 30 through February 8!

