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Looking Upward, Growing Inward, and Serving Outward...

Pines Family News
JUST A REMINDER...
Please remember, this is your church home. We all want to be good stewards of the many blessings God has
provided in our building. When you borrow something from the church, please return it to where you found it.
Also, when you bring something into the church, please remember to mark it with your name in case you leave it
here. Finally, ANY item/service that you would like to donate to Pines should first be approved by the
Property Committee. With these thoughts in mind, we can all enjoy our church home!

to Judy Schmid and family in the loss of her son-in-law, Chuck Ferguson,
co-founder with wife Jodi in Camp Blessing. Please keep this family in your
prayers,
and to Bob and Rosina Miller is the loss of Bob’s father on January 16. Please
keep them safe as they travel to the Virginia.
Women’s Retreat 2019 is in the works! Mark you calendars and plan to be part of another
wonderful event on February 2, 2019. Our speaker this year is Linda Withers of Pathway
Insights (http://pathwayinsights.com/topics/
Dianne Harrington and Bob Swinney were married at 2:00 p.m. on
Dec. 29 in a private, family-only wedding in the Pines Sanctuary. Friends
and family joined them to celebrate at a reception that followed in the
Fellowship Hall. Dianne and Bob thank Pines members for making the
wedding and reception an occasion that will be a joyful memory for years to come. Please call
the church office for Dianne’s new address in Austin. Dianne and Bob will be back in Houston
for frequent visits and will always attend church at Pines when they are here.

Sign Up Now. . . It’s Dinner for Eight Time!
Date for Eight is back this year with a new name—Dinner for Eight. To participate in Pines’
popular potluck socials, sign up on Sunday either before or after the service at the special Dinner for Eight table located in the foyer as you enter the church. Sign up to be a dinner host or a
dinner guest or both. Registration will continue over the next three Sundays for dinners to be
held in hosts’ homes during the months of March and May. For more information on the 2019
Dinner for Eight season, please email Sharon Dotson at sharondotson@gmail.com or call her
at (346) 242-9504.
Bible Quiz…. In the NIRV Bible, we read
the word "love" in the second chapter of 1 John.
There we are told that “God’s love is truly made
complete in a person" if they what?

Answer: Obey
God’s wrod

Please mark your calendars with the following
NEWSLETTER DUE DATES:
February 15 (March 2019 newsletter)
March 22 (April 2019 newsletter)
April 19 (May 2019)
May 24 (June 2019)
June 21 (July 2019)
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Grace and Peace to you all,
The other day I was having lunch with a friend of mine and we began talking about
our faith. We talked about how sometimes we feel God blessing us in many ways,
and other times how we feel very dry and distant from God. We both understood that
it is usually pretty easy to recognize God’s blessings when things are going well, but
how it’s much harder to recognize those blessings when things are tough.
So how do we work at recognizing those blessings all of the time? Often, when many
are having a tough time and don’t feel God’s presence, they go into survival mode.
The person thinks they shed everything that is weighing them down yet they still
gasp for breath just to survive. What God desires of us is not to begin gasping for air
but to go deeper. God wants us to trust God and to stay faithful. In other words, when
we are in our dry places in faith and life, don’t push faith in God away just because
you can’t sense God’s blessing. Draw God closer. Trust in God’s love for you and
continue to give your best to God.
As you go deeper your faith and trust in God will increase. You will recognize those
blessings, even in your dark and dry times. Imagine the joy you will find when you
are aware of the blessings that constantly surround you, and the blessing that you can
be to others.
May you see, sense and share God’s blessings every day!

Andy
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Youth Happenings!
Conclaves Registration is now OPEN!!
We are excited to be returning to Camp Cho-Yeh
for the annual Conclaves Retreat! Conclaves is
Friday, March 1st—Sunday, March 3rd. This retreat
is open to both Middle School and High School
students. Join us for an amazing weekend hosted
by the PYCC!
If you wish to register your student for Conclaves,
contact Jesse at jesse@pinespc.org or 713-4672234 x121. Hurry! Space is limited and the deadline
is fast approaching!

Go Texan Day!
Sunday, March 3, 2019
12:00-2:30 PM
Join us for barbecue, dancing, pony
rides, a petting zoo, & moonwalking
fun! RSVP with Ashley Sullivan at
Ashley@pinespc.org.
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Shopping = $$ for Pines
If you shop at Randall's, Kroger or Amazon,
YOU can help raise money for Pines Benevolences. Here’s how:
1. Get a Kroger card & create an account at Kroger.com
2. Click on “Community” & “Enroll Now”
3. Enter Pines’ number: 81486. Do this YEARLY!
1. Get a Randalls card and/or take your card to a
Randalls Courtesy Booth, fill out a form
2. Ask to link Pines to your card with #2210
1. Create an Amazon account online
2. Go to Smile.Amazon.com
3. Click on “Supporting” & put in Pines Presbyterian
Church

$4499 Per Person from Houston
(Air/land tour price is $4049 plus $450 government taxes/airline surcharges)

Visiting Prague, Budapest, Vienna, Munich, and Oberammergau
Price Includes: Roundtrip air from Houston, first class/select hotels, hotels & guesthouses in Oberammergau,
first class (Category 1) admissions tickets for the Passion Play, most meals, comprehensive sightseeing with an
English-speaking guide and more!!

For a brochure & more information, please contact: Pastor Andy Gans
Tel: (713) 467-2234 / Email: andy@pinespc.org
http://pinespc.org/trip-to-eastern-europe/
SPACE IS LIMITED - BOOK NOW TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT!
This is your last chance to experience the world-famous
Passion Play of Oberammergau until 2030!!
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The Music Department
Greetings from the Music Department!
“I sing because I’m happy! I sing because I’m free! For His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me!”
Civilla D. Martin was an evangelist’s wife who helped her husband with his meetings. The following is her account of writing
this beautiful song:
Early in the spring of 1905, my husband and I were travelling in Elmira, New York. We began a deep and lasting friendship
with a couple by the name of Mr. and Mrs. Doolittle—true saints of God. Mrs. Doolittle had been bedridden for almost
twenty years. Her husband was an incurable cripple who had to propel himself to and from his business in a wheel chair.
Despite their afflictions, they lived happy Christian lives, bringing inspiration and comfort to all who knew them. One day
while visiting the Doolittles, my husband commented on their bright hopefulness and asked them for the secret of it.
Mrs. Doolittle’s reply was simple: “His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me.” The beauty of this simple
expression of boundless faith gripped the hearts and fired the imagination of Dr. Martin and me.
The hymn “His Eye is on the Sparrow” was the outcome of that experience.
Why should I feel discouraged? Why should the shadows come?
Why should my heart be lonely and long for Heaven and home?
When Jesus is my portion? My constant friend is He:
His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me.
His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me.
So friends, remember to sing because you are happy! Sing because we are free! His eye is on the sparrow, and He daily
watches over us!
Keep a song in your heart! Tim

Following choir practice on Wednesday night, the choir gave Tim a
surprise birthday party. He was presented with a birthday cake that
said “Happy Birthday Tim” spelled completely out of donuts! Milk
was served to complete the surprise. What an original and fun idea
Pines Choir!
We like the red birthday hat Tim. What a great way to “top” off the
event!

Session Meeting Notes
The Session of Pines Presbyterian Church met for its regular Stated meeting on January 28, 2019. Here are a few
highlights:
• Welcomed Kristen and Scott Davis-Owen, and their son Robert, to the Pines family.
• Set the date of the Annual Meetings of the Congregation and Corporation for February 17, 2019, following the
10:45 worship service.
• Approved sending a letter to the congregation outlining the current status of the 2019 Budget in advance of the
February 10 Congregational luncheon.
• Appointed Melissa Sandstrom and Karen Davis as elders on the 2019 Congregational Nominating Committee.
• Elected Commissioners to the March 16, 2019 meeting of the Presbytery of New Covenant.
• Approved a plan to work with an Eagle Scout candidate to place the Butterfly in its permanent location on the
Kimberley Lane side of the church building.
Dan Schafer, Clerk of Session

Missions and Current Events
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Sunday, February 3rd
The Agape Offering

The Souper Bowl of Caring is a youth-lead movement of caring that is
transforming the nation’s biggest weekend of football into a weekend of
giving. Pines Youth, along with youth from across the country will be
collecting money and canned goods to help end hunger. Your donations
will help tackle hunger and poverty in our community.
Please place your canned goods and non-perishable items in the
collection box located in the Fellowship Hallway and the Narthex. Monetary donations will be collected by the Pines
Youth following the 10:45am service. Checks are welcome too with a notation of “Souper Bowl” in the memo line.
Donations will benefit Fair Haven Food Pantry & Spring Branch Blessings in a Backpack
Pines Youth invite you to the SOUPER BOWL OF CARING luncheon on Sunday, February 3rd. Youth will be
serving various homemade soups following the 10:45am service. It’s FREE however donations are welcome and will
benefit the Fair Haven Food Pantry and Spring Branch Blessings in a Backpack.

TAAP
(Taco and A Prayer)
Would you like to serve our
community but not able to attend our
breakfast taco deliveries each
month? Taco & A Prayer has a job
opening! We need a volunteer to be
responsible for putting out the banner the Sunday
before delivery day. We also need a person who’s job
each month is to figure out what we want to share
with the community as far as Pines events. That
person would also create the flyer to go in the bags
and would work with other committees to get info to
announce. This sounds like 2 jobs but the same person
could do both if they choose. Please contact me at
lesa.j.smith@sbcglobal.net if you would like to join
our TAAP team this way.
A note from Sherwood Elementary…

Dearest Pines Friends,
We hope your new year is off to a great start.
It’s been good to see our wonderful Pines mentors
again! We are so blessed with the gifts of the talented
parishioners. We are also grateful for the monetary
gifts, but it I the personal touches that are even more
special! Your Sherwood Friends

By this time in the new year, some of us have forgotten or given up on our resolutions for the
year, others have made good progress, and some of us may be paralyzed by worry or anxiety
because we are wary of entering unknown terrain and are doubtful of our abilities. If you feel
you are in the latter category, perhaps you should consider talking to Barbara Retzloff about
working with a Stephen Minister who will walk with you in a confidential manner to face life’s
challenges. As you reflect on this possibility, Barbara and the Pines Stephen Ministers offer
their encouragement through the sharing of this poem.
Standing at the Gates of the New Year
Sacred Mystery,
waiting on the threshold
of this New Year,
you open the gates
and beckon to me.
“Come! Come!
Be not wary of what awaits you
as you enter the unknown terrain,
be not doubtful of your ability
to grow from its joys and sorrows.
For I am with you.
I will be your Guide.
I will be your Protector.
You will never be alone.”
Guardian of this New Year,
I set aside my fears, worries, concerns,
I open my life to mystery, to beauty,
to hospitality, to questions,
to the endless opportunity
of discovering you in my relationships,
and to all the silent wisps of wonder
that will draw me to your heart.
I welcome your unfailing Presence
and walk with hope into this New Year.
~ Joyce Rupp

