May 2021

Looking Upward, Growing Inward, and Serving Outward...

Pines Life Camp is this SUMMER!
August 2-5, from 9:00 AM-11:30 AM
Online registration is available!

You can also register in person at our sign-up table at Pines.
We missed your precious children in 2020 but we will welcome
them with joy in 2021! The fee is $5.00 per child, $10 per
family. Registration ends June 30, but space is limited, so
sign-up soon! More info | Register: pinespc.org/lifecamp

Pines Family News & Current Events
Congratulations to Alastair, Catherine, Zoe, Peter, and Joy with their
newest addition to the family...Luke Isaac Rundle! They are doing well
and as you can see, very excited about the new baby in the family.
All at Pines miss you and look forward to meeting Luke!

Volunteer needed to head up the Children's Prayer Pal team!
The CE committee would love your help to organize our Prayer Pals for the children. The Pals
and children have already been partnered up. All you have to do is send a few emails to help
the committee get them connected and started. This is a job that can be done at home and will
have a very small time commitment. If the Spirit is leading you, reach out to Phil Buelow at
pbuelow26@outlook.com. Thank you!
A Pines member has graciously donated enough funds to mail the newsletter out to each member of the
congregation for approximately 4 months. We will still continue to send the newsletter by email and post it
online for viewing during this time. Mailing the newsletter will give you an opportunity to share our
newsletter with friends, neighbors and anyone else you think would benefit from news at Pines. Should you
find you would like to continue receiving the newsletter after this period ends, please let the church office
know. We will begin mailings with the June issue of the Pines Press.

Don’t forget to register Pines for use with your Kroger card.
Every time you use your Kroger card, a percentage of your
purchase will go to Pines. There is no cost to you and it is an
easy way to give back to the church! Thank you!!
Do you get our weekly prayer list? If not, please call Genny in the church office at
713-467-2234 to get on the list. Genny can also help you sign up to receive our
newsletter or our weekly publication “This Week at Pines”. So give us a call, we would
love to get you connected to what is happening at Pines!

Come to the 1st Annual Mosaic Crawfish Boil
coming up on May 22 in the Pines back parking lot. See page 11 for more details!
Wondering how to order flowers for the Sanctuary?—cost for Narthex flowers
is $50 and the Sanctuary is $75. We offer the option to give to a benevolence or
order a live arrangement.
Please email:
Melissa Gravett at mgravett0123@gmail.com or Linda Aldred at lindaaldred1@aol.com.
You may also call the church office to get a message to either one of these ladies.
Please mark your calendars with the NEWSLETTER DUE DATES:
May 21 (for June issue)
June 18 (for the July issue)
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Pastor’s Page
For Such a Time as This
For a year I had been praying about what God had next for me and of course, with COVID, there
didn’t seem to be an answer coming…except that I was needed, almost full-time, to settle my
dad’s affairs, care for my mom, help clean out their house, and eventually sell it. When all that
was neatly tied up, then God called, and funny thing...the voices on the other end of the line
sounded an awful lot like some friends from Pines! This is truly living proof that none of us
know what God will call us to, and that often, it is the last thing you would expect. But I really
knew it was right when I arrived on that first Sunday and I was the only one in the building and
I needed some Post-it notes, and I knew where to find them. Then I needed to make some
copies, and I knew how to operate the copy machine. Then the next day, I locked myself out of
my office and I knew where to find the duty elder keys. How would any other stated supply
pastor navigate all those minor things let alone the bigger call of loving a congregation he or she
did not even know. Yes, God had called me back to Pines for such a time as this.
But it is not all about me. God called you to Pines for such a time as this as well because right
now God needs ones in this place who love the Lord Jesus Christ and want to share that love
with others. God needs ones in this place who know who Pines has been in the past and who
cherish that heritage and legacy, and God needs ones who have a vision for the future and an ear
tuned to where God is leading. But God also needs ones in this place who have the capacity for
forgiveness and reconciliation… in every way…between you and your pastor and between you
and those who hold a different opinion than you. God needs ones in this place who will care for
each other, check on those who are missing, listen, and reach out in love. God needs ones who
will encourage and support the staff, the session, the music program, the teachers, the Stephen
Ministers, the outside mission projects… and who will support each other. God needs ones in
this place who are ready to go all in and devote their heart and prayers, their money and their
time to loving God, loving each other, and loving their neighbor. Pines, you have always been a
congregation that loves well…and God has called you, every one of you, to be here at Pines,
right now, in this season, to carry on that calling.
But it is not all about you either. It is all about our Lord Jesus Christ. He has put us here for such
a time as this to be his light and love in the world. And so as we answer his call in our lives, may
God alone be glorified, and the love of Christ be shared, and the presence of the Holy Spirit
known. My friends, can I get an “I’m in”?
With the love of Christ,
Barbara

Stewardship
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STEWARDSHIP UPDATE:
1. Income for the three months is $166,529, 24% of Total Income budgeted for the year.
This is right on target for this time of the year, although non-pledge income is slightly be
low forecast.
2. Expenses for the three months are $176,743, 26% of Total Expenses budgeted for the year and
also right on target.
3. In looking at our top 3 expenditure areas, Staff, Property and Missions, Property continues with
a heavier than expected month due to some HVAC and other repairs, Staff is running just
slightly under budget for this time of the year and Missions is accruing expenses, in
preparation for paying benevolences when the committee has reviewed our benevolence
organizations for the year. All other committees are under budget for the two month period.
4. Total Expenses exceed Total Income for the three month period generating a negative Net
Income of $10,214. While a negative net income is concerning, it’s way too soon to make
generalizations about where we’ll end up at the end of the year, based only on first quarter
expenditures.

Session Meeting Notes
The Session met for its regular stated meeting on April 26. Here are some highlights:
• Approved a Crawfish Boil to be hosted by the Mosaic Church on May 22 for Pines and
Mosaic members. Proceeds will benefit Refugee Services.
• Approved the Missions Committee motion that guest Minute for Mission speakers may seek
resources and provide volunteer opportunities for the Pines congregation.
• Approved the CE motion to study Life of the Beloved in the Adult Sunday School curriculum
• Approved the baptism of Mary Alice and Daniel Ray Priemer on May 9
• Approved the Health Committee (Drs. Phil Johnson and Inkyu Han) current Covid protocol
recommendations, including: masks still required for now, visitor registration books,
printed bulletins (but take them with you, don't leave in pews), and children may come
forward during the Children's Message.
Craig Walker, clerk

Youth Happenings
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Graduation Sunday is May 23rd!
Join us in worship on May 23rd as we celebrate our High School
and College Class of 2021! Our students will be participating in the
service, and we will commission our graduates as they begin the next
step in their journey. After the year we've all had, let's celebrate the
amazing accomplishments of our graduates together!
If you are a parent of a High School or College graduate, we are still
looking for biographies and pictures for our Graduates bulletin.
Contact Jesse Parker or Cindy Houlihan in the church office so we
can make sure your student is properly recognized.
See page 9 of this newsletter on what info should be submitted. Thank you!

Children at Pines
What’s New with the Children?
Since Easter, we have been learning that Jesus
has risen from the dead and is still with us.
That is good news!
We also gathered for an Easter egg hunt
on Easter Sunday. A big thank you to
Melissa Sandstrom for preparing 350 eggs.
Twenty children filled their baskets with
colorful eggs. The children had a great time!
The parents did, too!
Each year, the third graders receive their
bibles. The presentation took place on
Sunday, April 25th, during the worship
service. Our third graders that received
bibles this yearwere Hannah Billioni,
Grace Holland, and Ben Schafer. A special
day for three special kids!
Don’t forget that Pines 2021 Life Camp is
scheduled for August 2 – 5, from 9 – 11:30.
The theme this year is Growing with God.
Registration can be done online.
Check the website and sign up!
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The Music Department
Greetings from the Music Department!
Today I would like to visit the importance of hymns. In Proverbs 22:6 we read “Train up a child in the way
he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it.” I believe this is also true of hymns. Sing hymns
to a child as he is growing up, and those words will resound in his heart forever. The hymn “Wonderful
Words of Life” by Philip Paul Bliss comes to mind.
“Sing them over again to me, wonderful words of life. Let me more of their beauty see, wonderful words of
life. Words of life and beauty, teach me faith and duty.
Beautiful words, wonderful words, wonderful words of life. Beautiful words, wonderful words, wonderful
words of life.”
Hymns are a vital part of our worship services. As we tell our children the Bible stories of Jesus, and the
great prophets, kings, queens, and miracles, let’s not forget the importance of singing hymns with powerful
words that lead them to a fuller worship experience!
As I visited my Granny Holder in the hospital in what would become her final days on earth, she remembered
my Dad, my Mom, and me, but little else. As we were telling her words of love, not knowing if she could
hear us, her eyes opened and she started singing “I’ll fly away, o glory, I’ll fly away! When I die, hallelujah
bye and bye, I’ll fly away!” Those words had remained in her heart all these years later from a song she had
learned a lifetime ago. Shortly afterwards, she did indeed fly away into the arms of her waiting Savior.
As we continue to have newer and newer hymns introduced into our worship services, let’s not forget the
great hymns of the faith. They will sustain us throughout our lives.
“Sing them over again to me, wonderful words of life!”
Keep a song in your heart!
Tim

Mosaic and Pines
In-car-nation

Join us for

In-Car-Nation

Sunday’s at 5 PM
on our back parking lot!

Bring your family…bring your
friends…bring a chair, or sit in your
vehicle…all as you tune into the service on your car radio!
If you have not had a chance to attend, don’t miss this
meaningful Worship opportunity!
REMINDER:

Please, if you move to a new address, change your phone number or your email address,
please call or email the church office so that we can update our files. Also, if you feel you are not receiving
communications from the church, please contact the church office at 713-467-2234! You may also email
Cindy or Genny at cindy@pinespc.org or genny@pinespc.org Thank you.

7

Missions
Subject: Seeking Welcome Hosts! Welcome Sky 1!
Greetings!
Firstly, we would like to give a big thank you to everyone who has supported the previous NCCC groups.
Welcome Hosts play a big role in making them feel more at home, and the volunteers are truly grateful for
everything you all have done. With another NCCC team, Sky 1, arriving this Thursday, we're excited to work
alongside them to help homeowners who are still facing damage from Harvey and the Winter Storm. If you
are interested in being a welcome host, here’s more information about the members.
There will be 8 members who will be working with us (young adults, 4 male, 4 female).
1 allergic to dairy, eggs, gluten, cucumbers, and walnuts
The team buys groceries together and cooks together as a group each night
Their food budget is $4.75 per person a day so any help with meals is appreciated.
The largest need is dinners
They will be staying here from April 15 to June 4 and they will mostly be working from 8am-5pm out in the field
and eat around 6pm for dinner. If you would like to bring a meal for the NCCCs, you can put your name down next to a
day on the excel spreadsheet below as well as a time you can arrive. The food can be dropped off at the kitchen counter
in the fellowship hall. The campus address is located at 3911 Campbell Rd Houston, TX 77080.
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/13YkfMWt-tgnlIn1tKhHAv4S5VXOK49MiXByrjXJZm20/edit?
usp=sharing
Please let me know if you have any more questions/concerns, and we thank you for all you do!
Kind regards,
Eugena Choice, Client Services/Volunteer Coordinator
The Restoration Team, (832) 492-8083

C.E.N.T.E.R Ministries
The Saturday before Easter many volunteers (including the youth that are part of Center Ministries), gathered
to hide Easter Eggs and hand out bibles to the children involved with CM. There were volunteers assisting at
craft tables, assisting with Easter Egg contests and hunts, and volunteers serving hot dogs and chips. It was a
great day held by all. Mark Trotter bought youth bibles and children’s bibles for those that attended the event.
No child or youth left without a bible. There was prayer time before the meal and grateful hearts ran for the
eggs as soon as the prayer ended. They ran for those eggs with gusto! Remember the Easter Hunts of your
youth?
It was an opportunity for these children and youth to have time to just rejoice in the day and to form bonds
alongside caring adults that have their faith and welfare in mind. I am so grateful for the work that the Trotter
family does for these children and youth. They are currently meeting in the community center behind St.
Thomas. If you are looking for an opportunity to help teach a bible study lesson or serve a meal to these
children and youth, please give Cindy a call in the church office. She will hook you up
with Mark or Mary Jane Trotter. They would be overjoyed with the help! Also, thank
you for your donations to the Benevolence Committee.
A portion of these donations go to Center Ministries and those
dollars go a long way to providing these children opportunities
to see Christ at work in their lives. Thank you!

Missions continued...

In honor of Mother’s Day, the May Agape Offering will benefit L .I .F.E. Houston, the only local agency dedicated solely to
providing emergency food and supplies for babies. The Mission of L. I. F. E. Houston is to provide emergency nourishment for
hungry babies and provide education about proper infant nutrition to families in need. L. I. F. E. Houston helps over 2,000 babies
with over 100,000 bottles each year.
If you have any questions about L.I.F.E. Houston or other Agape beneficiaries, feel free to contact any member of the Missions
Committee. L.I.F.E. Houston’s website is www.lifehouston.org
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WILL YOU HAVE A GRADUATE THIS YEAR?
If you will have a student that is graduating this year from high school or college,
please send an email to cindy@pinespc.org so that she can publish their name in our bulletin.
We need to know the following information:
• What is students name?
• What school will student graduate from or attend?
• Write a brief 5 or 6 lines about what their post graduation plans are.
•

We will need this information by May 1st. Thank you!

STEPHEN MINISTRY—VIRTUE
“I tell you the truth, whatever you did for the least of these
brothers of mine, you did for me.” Matt. 25:40
Not too long ago I stopped at Wendy’s for a bite of lunch.
As I was walking to the door, I noticed a young man kneeling
next to the door. The young man looked like he had been
traveling and had a backpack next to him, his eyes were closed
and it was quite obvious he was praying. This was a God moment. As I waited for him to open his eyes, I
asked if he was alright. He said he was and that he had been traveling. I asked him if he was hungry and he
said he was, but did not want to beg so he thought prayer would be better. As it turned out PRAYER was
better! He thanked me for the food provided and blessed me. What a wonderful turn around when you help
others and you end up being the one blessed!!! (submitted by Carol Greene)
In Stephen Ministry we are blessed to be part of others lives and to be able to walk with them during a time of
need. Thank you to all of our care receivers for your trust and love.
If anyone needs a friend to walk alongside them during a difficult time, please contact Rev. Bill Willis in
charge of Pastoral Care by emailing him at bill.00.willis@gmail.com or, you may reach him by calling the
church office at 713-467-2234.

As CanCare celebrates our 31st birthday this month,
we are especially grateful for Pines Presbyterian
Church for your generous support and partnership
through the years! Your support has allowed CanCare
to deploy thousands of highly trained volunteers to
support tens of thousands of cancer patients and their
caregivers to help navigate their cancer journey with
hope and faith.
In the midst of a global pandemic, cancer treatment
and the needs of cancer patients and caregivers have
not stopped. CanCare remains committed to meeting
the growing need for emotional support for the cancer
community. Now more than ever, it is important for
us to continue to ensure a stable, trusted and effective
infrastructure to respond to the emotional and
spiritual needs of cancer patients and caregivers.
If you know someone who may benefit from talking
with a cancer survivor who experienced the same
cancer diagnosis and treatment method, please let
us know by calling 713-461-0028 or visiting
CanCare.org.

Spring has sprung here at Brookwood!
We are looking to our amazing Volunteers
for help during this busy season

Retail Garden Center
Retail Assistant

Monday - Friday
During the Spring season we get very busy selling and
stocking plants in the Garden Center.
Volunteers are needed 10am-2pm

Retail Assistant/Phones

Monday - Saturday
Assist Retail Staff in answering phones and processing orders.
Volunteers are needed 9am-Noon or Noon - 3pm

Shudde Hat Shop

Wednesday's
Volunteers are needed 10am-2pm
If you are interested please call
Karen Pollard at 281-375-2220/832-452-5710 or
email Karenp@brookwoodcommunity.org
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Crawfish Boil in Pines Parking Lot!
Saturday May 22, 2021 11am-2pm
All are welcome to the
1st Annual
Mosaic Village Church
Crawfish Boil!
100 % of the profits will
go to help aid refugee
families through
Angry Tias and
Abuellas of the Rio
Grande Valley!
Outdoor tables for eating
or take it to go and enjoy
Bendwood Park!
Invite your Friends!
Staying Connected: --- You can now find upcoming opportunities to connect by
visiting our website: pinespc.org. Join in on the next scheduled meeting, class or
event by signing up for your free Zoom account: zoom.us/signup. View our
archived videos anytime and also join in "live"!
Live Worship Services: --- Pines Worship Services on Sundays are live
streaming! 10:45 am worship services can be viewed by visiting our website:
pinespc.org You can also catch us on Facebook for the same live streaming
worship services.
Online Giving: ---As always, we thank you for your generous sharing of
treasures in the spirit and practice of stewardship. Please visit our website for
online giving: pinespc.org

CAMP PINES starts in June
at Pines Presbyterian Preschool!
Come join us for 3 weeks of summer camps
-- Packed with fun, hands-on activities and
daily art projects.
For more details visit: pinespc.org

Winter Storm Uri Update
The Restoration Team has moved past the immediate response of mucking out houses affected by Winter
Storm Uri and is now into what we're calling "mid-term recovery". We are busy assessing homes, scheduling
and deploying plumbers, and fixing pipes to get water BACK into families' homes. After raising $150,000
from the Greater Houston Community Foundation, United Way of Houston, SBP, and your donations, we are
now starting to make repairs!
In the past few weeks, we have assessed 15 homes and have completed plumbing re-works on 10 of them.
That's 10 families that are now able to turn their water on!
Once we move past the mid-term stage, we will enter into the "long-term" recovery of replacing insulation,
drywall, and floors. This will be a multi-month effort but we are working fast and hard to repair homes. We
have volunteers scheduled out through the end of the summer but will certainly welcome more if you are interested - come on out, we have a spot for you! We are also in need of continuous funding to make these repairs
happen. The more resources we have, the more families we can serve.
Will you join us?
https://www.therestorationteam.org/

Pines address: 12751 Kimberley Lane, Houston Texas 77024. Our phone number is: 713-467-2234.

