October 2020

Looking Upward, Growing Inward, and Serving

In-person Worship
begins October 4th!
Please join us at 10:45 AM as we
gather to worship together.

Ushers and Greeters will be in
attendance to direct you in how
we can worship together in safety.
Come help us celebrate
being in fellowship together again.
We have missed you!
Come home!

Pines Family News & Current Events
Sharon Dixon notified Pines back in January that my dad, Jack Barnes, had died. He & my mom, Dot,
were very active members of Pines from 1976 till 1988 when they moved back to Richmond, VA. They still
have friends at Pines (or at least friends who still get your email/newsletter), and we were amazed and so
grateful for all the cards we received from folks who knew Dad. I would appreciate letting the church family
know that Mom died on July 15th after breaking her hip during her daily afternoon walk. She couldn't go to
rehab because of COVID-19, so the hospital sent her home on hospice and things just went downhill from
there. They were both pushing 97 at death.
No cards are necessary; I just wanted any folks who knew them to know that Mom has gone to join Dad; they
were married for nearly 74 years. They LOVED Pines and living in Houston, and would never have moved
back here were it not for the terrible traffic!
Thank you,
Catherine The Daughter
Dear Pines Friends,
We want to thank the Pines community for your love and support in the death of our brother, Peter. We also
appreciate that you have respected our need to NOT mention Peter’s death to our mother, Edith (due to
her dementia). We are thankful for your love and prayers and remain blessed by the Pines community and
our history as part of it. Please continue to pray for Edith.
We also want you to know that, in lieu of flowers, donations may be made to a scholarship fund we have
established in Peter’s name at Trinity University. All three Stinner children attended Trinity; and we each met
our future spouses there. The fund honoring Peter will be administered by Trinity’s Department of Religion –
both Peter and his husband, Jeff, were religion majors. It will provide funding for student internships with
local non-profits engaging in a variety of social justice initiatives. If you would like to remember Peter in this
way, please use this link: http://bit.ly/ForPeterStinner
Blessings to you,
Bill & Lodie

REMINDER: Please, if you move to a new address, change your phone number
or your email address, please call or email the church office so that we can update
our files. Also, if you feel you are not receiving communications from the church,
please contact the church office! Thank you.
WARNING! Be Aware of Pretend Tracers

If you've been close to someone who tested positive for COVID-19, you may be contacted by a contact tracer.
Legitimate contact tracers will never ask for your Medicare numbers or for financial information. If someone
calls and asks for personal information, especially Medicare information, report it at 1-800-MEDICARE.

Please mark your calendars with the

NEWSLETTER DUE DATES:

October 23 (for November 2020 issue)
November 20 (for December 2020 issue)
December 18 (for January 2021 issue)
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Greetings in Christ’s name,
“Happy are those who hear the joyful call to worship, for they will walk in the light of your
presence, LORD .” Psalm 89:15 NLT
I don’t know if you noticed, but did you see the front page of this Newsletter? You are joyfully
being called to worship IN-PERSON again on Sunday, October 4th! I have been anticipating
this day for months, and I look forward to the possibility of having you back in the pews on
Sunday mornings. I have missed you, and I know you have missed each other. As we open
back up for worship, and eventually for meetings and Sunday school, I know there are some
who will feel uncomfortable returning. Please know your absence will be missed, but we
understand your need to stay at home. In fact, we are encouraging people to remain at home
and continue watching our livestream of worship through our website www.pinespc.org, or on
the Pines Facebook page. Your safety and well being is our first priority.
Those who choose to return for in-person, I will be so glad to see you, but please know that
your worship experience will be different from what you are used to. In an effort to offer you
the safest environment in which to worship, the Session has agreed that there will be no coffee
fellowship, face coverings will need to be worn, and physical distancing will take place in the
pews and in our gathering areas. As we gather in the Sanctuary, you’ll see that every other
pew is marked off with blue tape and the pew backs will be empty of Bibles, hymnals and
friendship pads, and everything that was in the bulletin will now be on the screens. There are
other precautions we are taking to create a safe place. I invite you to view those precautions on
our website homepage at www,pinespc.org.
As difficult as these past months have been, I am extremely thankful for all those who have
stepped up to this unprecedented challenge and kept us moving forward and connected. I am
especially thankful for our Accounting Manager, Alexis Graham for making sure all the bills
get paid and the contributions get deposited even when the office was closed. Our Youth
Director Jesse Parker for staying connected to our youth. Our new custodian Patrick Pena
started right after we shut down and he’s done an amazing job keeping the building clean and
sanitized for our protection. I give thanks for our receptionist Genny Bogue for making sure
you are kept up to date with This Week at Pines and the extra work of creating more slides for
worship. Cindy Houlihan has been coming in and making sure our building is cared for and is
ready for your return, along with the many other things she does to keep Pines running. I’m
thankful for Micah Meyers, our Communications Coordinator, and her brainstorming of new
ways to keep each of us connected. I have so appreciated Tim Holder for sharing his gifts of
music and voice at each service and with his Wednesday Songs of Encouragement. Pastor
Cindy is another who started ministering to us after COVID forced us to close the offices. I am
so thankful for her incredibly creative and joy-filled Children’s videos and curriculum. I’d be
remiss if I didn’t offer a huge thank you to Dan Schafer for getting worship online each and
every Sunday morning for you to enjoy. I also want to thank the Session for their wisdom and
diligence through these difficult past six months. If you get a chance, please reach out to these
folks and let them know how thankful you are for their amazing work.
As we slowly begin to re-gather, know that whether you decide to worship in the Sanctuary
or in your home, you will be, “…walking in the light…” of God’s presence. May we all
experience the joy and the light our Lord offers.
Blessings,

Vision and Planning Update
As noted in last month’s update, V&P will be distributing a Communications survey to our members.
We are in the process of testing the distribution of the survey to the V&P committee members, and
will follow shortly with a church-wide distribution. The survey will be sent to all members with
an email address recorded in our Breeze database. Mailed copies will follow to individuals not
receiving email communication. Please take the time to respond to insure you receive the latest Pines
news and information.

Pines Goals:
We will be an active, inviting, valued neighbor that is engaged with the community.
We will promote a family environment that builds relationships across generations.
We will deepen and nourish our spiritual lives so that we may nourish others and make disciples.
Questions on this update? Contact any of our V&P Team Members:
Susan Babineck, Andy Gans, Kristin Davis-Owen, Jill Sherrill, Ann Smith, Chris Wolfe & John Work.

Warehouse Volunteers Needed

Houston Responds is in need of warehouse volunteers for their
Houston and Beaumont locations. They also need people who are able to help transport items
across Greater Houston to their Houston and Beaumont locations and from warehouses to
locations impacted by Laura. If you are interested, contact Jamie Hannan
(jhannan@pbyofnewcovenant.org) so he can connect you to these training opportunities.

BENEFIT RUMMAGE SALE 2020:
Wondering what to do with all that stuff you’ve been cleaning out?
Donate it to the Benefit Rummage Sale coming up (COVID-19-permitting). Items may be
placed on the gym stage. If you have something that will not fit on the stage, please call the
church office or contact Bethel Strawser or Karen Davis.
Watch for future announcements with more details.

PAGE

5

Children at Pines
When we are back together:
Family Sunday School – When Sunday School is back in-person, families are invited
to attend Sunday School as a family unit! The lessons led by Pastor Cindy will be
age-appropriate for children 3-103! This is a wonderful way to get to know Pastor
Cindy in a new way and re-connect with your Pines’ community!
How to Worship with your Children – If you chose to return to Sunday morning
worship in the Sanctuary - fear not! Children are more than welcome! There will still
be a special time for the youngest disciples and we are eager to hear their wiggles and
giggles again! Worship bags will be available in the Narthex. Visit the Pines Kids
website for more ideas about how to worship with children. – Remember, the most
important part of worship is that you do it!
Nursery – The nursery will be open for children 3 and younger when Sunday School
resumes in-person. Please understand we will do everything we can do provide for
COVID-19 safety, but it is impossible to maintain the recommended 6 ft. of distance
with these young ones. Our primary goal is to show your littlest disciples the love of
God!
Playground – The playground will be open on Sunday mornings. Adult supervision is
required, but we encourage you and your children to reacquaint yourselves with the
Pines church building. We are more than a building; as people of God, we are called to
live outside the church walls. However, there is comfort in being in familiar places and
this place is your home too!
Pines Kids Emails – The emails will continue with family faith formation activities and
lessons for you to do at home! I will continue posting story time on YouTube and am
available as a resource for you while we
navigate these strange times together.
Flat Jesus - I hope all your children received their Flat Jesus in the mail! I also hope Flat
Jesus is experiencing the wonder of life with you and your families! I can’t wait to see
more of what Flat Jesus is doing in your life through pictures and videos. They bring
me so much joy! Please call Pastor Cindy on where to send media. And let her know
if there is anything you or your family need!

The Music Department
Greetings from the Music Department!
This month we look at the wonderful hymn “Holy, Holy, Holy.” Here is the story of one of faith’s most
popular hymns. The following article appeared on the website Elev8.
“Reginald Heber wrote “Holy, Holy, Holy” while serving as vicar of Hodnet, Shropshire, England. Wanting
to celebrate a triune God, Heber wrote “Holy, Holy, Holy” for Trinity Sunday-a day that reaffirmed the
doctrine of the Trinity and was observed eight Sundays after Easter.
Heber was impressed by the holiness of God. Based on the words of Revelation 4:8, he used the symbolism
of three repeatedly throughout his hymn: God is “holy, merciful and mighty,” he’s “perfect in power, in love
and purity,” he’s worshiped by saints, cherubim, and seraphim, and he’s praised “in earth and sky and
sea.” Years later, John Dykes composed the tune Nicaea especially for Heber’s “Holy, Holy, Holy.” This is
the tune we sing today.”
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee.
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty! God in three Persons, blessed Trinity!
Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore Thee, casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea.
Cherubim and seraphim falling down before Thee, which wert, and art, and evermore shalt be.
Holy, holy, holy! Tho’ the darkness hide Thee, tho’ the eye of sinful man Thy glory may not see.
Only Thou art holy, there is none beside Thee, perfect in pow’r, in love, and purity.
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! All Thy works shall praise Thy name in earth and sky, and sea.
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty! God in three Persons, blessed Trinity!
I give thanks to God for Heber’s Spirit inspired words, and Dykes’ magnificent and majestic music!
Bless you.
Tim

See something around the building that needs a little
attention? Please fill out a Blue Form found on the counter behind the
receptionist’s desk and place it in the Property inbox (forms can also be
found on top of the black file cabinet in the office supply room), or send
an email to the Property Committee via cindy@pinespc.org. Please help
us to keep our building looking it’s best!
Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do
not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will
be with you wherever you go. Joshua 1:9-10
REMINDER: Please, if you move to a new address, change your phone number
or your email address, please call or email the church office so that we can update
our files. Also, if you feel you are not receiving communications from the church,
please contact the church office! Thank you.
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Sherwood Christmas Store 2020

Although December is a few months away and our day to day lives continue with some uncertainty, our
presence within the lives of the Sherwood Elementary students is more important now than ever. The impact
you have made on the Sherwood families in years past will continue this year but in a different format. Despite
the changes, our love and dedication for our families remain stronger than ever.
The feedback from our traditional Christmas Store allowing families to have ownership in the process has
been extremely well received. Current health concerns have challenged us all in many ways and, we cannot
risk the health of our volunteers and the Sherwood families using this same format. Traditionally parents
selected and purchased gifts for their children at a large discount. The money paid for the gifts by the parents
was returned in the form of a large food basket. The basket contained a gift card for perishable items, along
with non-perishable items for a Christmas meal and several meals to bridge the food gap during the holidays.
This year the Sherwood families will be given gifts selected by Pines members.
Our plans are to continue with the purchase and delivery of food. There will be no cost to the families. The
Missions Committee is standing on Faith that the donations of gifts, approval of a grant, and other financial
support will sustain this effort.
The Missions Committee along with the assistance of Bonnie Reyes, CIS Manager at Sherwood, has
determined there are 100 children ranging from birth through high school that need Christmas gifts. We need
your help in creating the magical experience the families of Sherwood have come to love. There are several
options on how to support the Sherwood Christmas Store.
Enjoy some Christmas shopping!
Take a tag off the Christmas Tree that will be in the Fellowship Hallway and outside the Missions Room
which was previously known as C5. Register your name in the ornament logs.
Spend a minimum of $50.00 per child keeping the age & gender as indicated in mind when shopping.
You may purchase one gift for $50.00 or several gifts totaling $50.00 or more.
We ask that the toys be new and unwrapped and that you include batteries when required to operate
the toy.
Please return unwrapped gifts to the Sherwood Christmas Tree or place in the Missions collection bin
located in the Narthex by Sunday, November 22.
Gift wrap and Christmas meal basket assembly. Contact Kari Work at 713-467-2234.
Financial Support!
Make a cash, check, or credit card donation. Donations can be dropped off at the church or made online at
www.pinespc.org. Please note “Sherwood Christmas” on your donation.
Key Christmas Store Dates:
Sunday, November 22nd turn in date for gifts purchased
Saturday, December 5th 9am to noon volunteer gift sorting and wrapping. Wrapping stations will practice
social distancing.
Saturday, December 5th volunteers are needed to assemble the food baskets. Social distancing in place.
Tuesday, December 8th – Gift delivery to Bonnie Reyes at Sherwood begins for distribution to families.
Thank you for your help with the Sherwood Christmas Store. This is one of our biggest Mission events. We
cannot do this without you! Please contact Kari Work with any questions on how to support the Sherwood
Christmas Store.
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Missions continued...
MAM has started redistributing homecare supplies to families affected by COVID layoffs and furloughs.
If you or others in your congregation are looking for a way to help the many families in need, here’s another
opportunity! Our pantry especially needs both (a) laundry detergent and (b) household spray cleaners,
such as those depicted in the “Purex” brand detergent and “Clorox” cleaner in the attached homecare product
flyer. The brand names are not important; these are just examples of the products we distribute. If you have
members or volunteers willing to contribute, these donations may be dropped off at the MAM service wing
glass doors behind the store on the north end of the 1625 Blalock campus. A skeleton staff is at the reception
desk Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Or, if you need pickup, call me and I’ll come to you! We
make house calls!
Thank you for all that you do to help those less fortunate in our community!
Blessings,
William W. (Bill) Ogden
Community Liaison
Memorial Assistance Ministries

A thank you from The Meadow Wood Eagles…
Meadow Wood received the beautiful children’s masks. We appreciated them so much and have put them to
great use!
Thanks again, Lynne Barry, Principal

To Our Friends at Pines Presbyterian, Thank you to everyone who helped our students receive their own
fabric masks. Your talents in sewing are amazing and we are so appreciative of this thoughtful gesture for our
Eagles! Sarah Salas, SWE Principals
A thank you note from a Brookwood Resident…
Dear Pines Presbyterian Church, thank you for your past and continued support of Brookwood.
Love, Michele, a Brookwood citizen

John & Kari Work were Volunteers
of the Month in September for
The Mission of Yahweh.
Thanks John and Kari,
and congratulations!
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From May 27 to Aug 26, because 23 households in the Pines congregation
shopped at Kroger, a check for $80.92 will be donated to Pines. Thank you
for registering your Kroger card to give to Pines!

Dear Pines Presbyterian Church and Staff, Thank you
for your generous support for our Back to School
Drive! Your partnership is a blessing, and we were
able to help even more children and families because
of you! God Bless, Laura Joy, PCHAS

Remember…

When in doubt and you
need an answer to a city
or county question, dial
211.
This is a free service that
will direct you where you
need to go.

Staying Connected: --- You can now find upcoming opportunities to connect by
visiting our website: pinespc.org. Join in on the next scheduled meeting, class or
event by signing up for your free Zoom account: zoom.us/signup.
View our archived videos anytime and also join in "live"!
Live Worship Services: --- Pines Worship Services on Sundays are now live
streaming! 10:45 am worship services can be viewed by visiting our website:
pinespc.org You can also catch us on facebook for the same live streaming
worship services.
Online Giving: ---As always, we thank you for your generous sharing of
treasures in the spirit and practice of stewardship. Please visit our website for
online giving: pinespc.org
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Thank you for your participation in the September Agape Offering by “Packing The Portico” with your food
donations, as well as your financial support. It is exciting to see so many Pines family members continuing
to be valuable members of the Missions Team! Your generous donations resulting in collecting over 950
non-perishable items! This resulted in delivery of 94 bags of food feeding Sherwood Elementary families
during the fall semester. Bonnie Reyes, our Sherwood liaison has expressed not only her appreciation, but
expressed the gratefulness of the families who simply do not have the means to provide food for their
families. Not only does your assistance provide nutrition to our Sherwood neighbors but opens up a trust
between the families, Sherwood and the community we all live within. Heartfelt thanks for YOUR support.

Stewardship
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STEPHEN MINISTRY
Do you have need of someone in your life who will believe in you, be faithful in
prayer for you, walk with you and share your journey? A Stephen Minister is such
a person to respond to your need, aware of his or her own hurts, disappointments
and challenges and ready to trust, with you, in the loving presence of Christ. Jesus is at the center and core of
the relationship to bring hope, encouragement and healing to both the receiver and giver of care. If you would
like to have a confidant to walk with you contact Bill Willis (you can call the church office for his number)
and he will put you in touch with a Stephen Minister.
Pines now has an Instagram account. Please click on the link below to access this account.
instagram.com/pineshouston

Session Meeting Notes
The Session met for its regular Stated meeting on September 28. Here are some highlights:
• Following review of the current public health situation in the Houston area, voted to resume in-person
activities and gatherings.
• All activities are dependent on participants practicing social distancing, wearing masks and following other
guidelines to protect the health and safety of everyone.
• Worship services will continue to be streamed on Facebook and pinespc.org for those who prefer not to
attend in person.
• Session will continue to monitor the public health situation and adjust practices and guidelines as
appropriate.
• Heard a report from the Stewardship Committee on actions planned to improve pledge income, which is
currently below forecast.
Dan Schafer, Clerk of Session

Service Beyond The Walls

How are you active and serving in God’s Kingdom? Send your thoughts to cindy@pinespc.org.

After COVID-19: Do we go big or go home?
August 21, 2020 by The Presbyterian Outlook
Guest commentary by Dave Coles
According to Wikipedia (you know, the source of all knowledge and wisdom), “Go big or go home!” is an American phrase of
recent origin. GBOGH is a challenge to go all out, to put maximum effort into an activity.
COVID-19 certainly forced us to go all out. For months now, our norm has changed to live-streaming worship, emailing
bulletins, a whole different way to celebrate Communion, videoconferencing session and committee meetings, videocasting kids’
church school, studying the Bible remotely and performing weddings with the happy couple and the minister wearing masks.
But COVID-19 is not the first time we have had to go big. The Old Testament contains many GBOGH stories. For example:
When God told Noah to build an ark (Gen 6:14–16) and take two of every animal on board for a five-month voyage, you can
imagine Noah’s reply might have been, “Say what?” To which God essentially said, “Go big or go home, Noah.”
When God told Moses to stretch out his hand and part the waters of the Red Sea (Exodus 14:1-20), you can imagine Moses
replying, “You’re kidding, right?” followed by God’s admonition to GBOGH.
When the Israelites crossed the Jordan into the Land of Promise (Joshua 3), where the priests carrying the Ark had to go big by
first stepping into the Jordan River at flood stage before God stopped the flow.
When the Israelites circled the city of Jericho for a week, then blew trumpets and shouted until the city walls fell (Joshua 6:620).
When Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego told the king he could throw them into the fiery furnace if he liked, but they would not
serve the king’s gods nor worship the golden image which the king had set up (Daniel 3:17-25).
And when Daniel stood ready to face likely death in the lion’s den (Daniel 6:1-17).
GBOGH stories are in the New Testament as well. For example:
When Jesus went big at Cana, turning jugs of plain water into 120 gallons of fine wine (John 2:1-10).
When the first disciples went big by walking away from their professions to follow Jesus (Luke 5:11).
When the 72 apostles went big by going out without purse, bag or sandals to heal the sick and proclaim that the kingdom of God
has come near (Luke 10:9).
When three people were given money to manage, two of them went big and earned sizable returns (Matthew 25:14-30; Luke
19:12-24).
And a go big two-fer: When Ananias followed the Lord’s instruction to restore Paul’s sight after the Damascus road experience,
enabling Paul to respond to Jesus’ invitation to go big by traveling some 15,000 miles on mission journeys to share the Good
News.
But what about us today? Are we following in those go big footsteps, trusting that God will walk us through unsettling change?
My 4-year-old granddaughter is learning how to cross streets. Even as cars approach from multiple directions, she unhesitatingly
goes big and crosses the street because she knows that grandpa is holding her hand. As she gets older, a trust in God will
blossom and she will take God’s hand and go big when God calls her to join in kingdom work.
Going big does not have to be a parting of the Red Sea or a trip to the fiery furnace. Rather, going big can be sharing your faith
journey with someone God puts in your path, being a volunteer kindergarten math tutor, tithing, preparing food for a ministry
initiative, helping at vacation Bible school, chaperoning youth to rally events, underwriting a scholarship for a young person to
go on a mission trip or being someone’s anchor during a life storm. Or going big might be an openness to screens in the
sanctuary, helping get a contemporary service started (even though we might be traditional-service people) or looking at ways
we can use social media to engage with our community to share the Good News.
Maybe you do not think of yourself as a Noah, a Moses or a Paul. If truth be told, I suspect Noah, Moses and Paul did not
initially think of themselves as the go big people they would eventually become. And there were likely times when they probably
were tempted to go home instead of going big. But, like other go big people, they pressed on because they knew God was
walking with them through the go big process. Is 2020 your year to go big?
DAVE COLES is now semi-retired. He is a ruling elder, worships at Pines Presbyterian Church in Houston, Texas, and works
part time as the coordinator of family faith formation at First Presbyterian Church of Sugar Land, Texas. He is active in the
Presbytery of New Covenant and currently serves on the examinations committee. He can be reached at Dave@FPCSL.org.

